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The exhibition title, N4 (Baliagarriegia), refers to the number of times that Manu Muniategiandikoetxea has 
exhibited in Espacio Mínimo gallery, N4, and to a made up euskera term, Baliagarriegia, that could mean something 
like “too valuable” or “truly valuable”. The term is formed from: Egia, too and true; Balio, value; and Garri, suffix –ful.  
 
The formalization of the space through constructive variations and the exploration of possibilities of perspective within 
that space continue to be the fundamental aspect of a work which, though recurrent in it motifs, never runs out of 
ideas and creates a solid continuum. 
 
The show is formed by a series of paintings that tend to abstraction: forms that bear resemblance to structures of 
previous works, with emphatic gestures and superposition of codes, besides others that are clear and concise. 
 
For this occasion, although a fundamental element of his work, citation is used in a less evident way. The more 
abstract works share a common source not easy to identify: Rodchenko’s sculpture number 21. The colder and 



figurative works contrast clearly with the previous ones but help to formalize them. The sculpture that accompanies 
the paintings works as a catalyst of the images and establishes formal relations between them. 
 
In this exhibition, the way that the spectator visualizes the paintings is complex. Finally, he will build the images or the 
forms to understand them, through a process of familiarization with the motifs that compose them. There are some 
stylistic references to 60s and 70s painting but the superposition of codes, their cohabitation and the different formal 
approaches, are what make the lecture of the works more complicated. The viewer elaborates the image or form of 
the works as well as the final lecture of the show, the exhibition story. 
 
The exhibition is nothing else but a reflection of the complexity with which Manu Muniategiandikoetxea faces his work, 
his necessity of being constantly questioned, making clear the continuous changes that affect art and the society that 
art represents. 

 

 
 
  



MANU MUNIATEGIANDIKOETXEA (Bergara, 1966) graduated in Fine Art at the Universidad del Pais Vasco, 
specialising in Painting and Sculpture. He has shown individually in institutional spaces such as Sala Rekalde on 
Bilbao (Ni ez nain hemengoa en 2004), CAB. Centro de Arte Caja de Burgos (Baga biga higa en 2007) and Koldo 
Mitxelena Kulturunea in San Sebastián (Behar Gori Primavera Azul en 2008). He has taken part in group shows such 
as Muestra de Arte Joven (Museo Español de Arte Contemporáneo, Madrid 1994), Pintura Mutante (MARCO. Museo 
de Arte Contemporáneo, Vigo 2006) and Planes futuros (Baluarte, Pamplona 2007). His work has been shown at 
important international art fairs such ARCO ( which in its 2006 edition included his work in the Sixteen Spanish Art 
Projects , curated by María de Corral), FRIEZE ART FAIR, ART BASEL MIAMI BEACH (in the 2004 edition with a 
solo projecttitled Orain, Berriz, Gulliver as part of Art Positions) o CIGE China International Gallery Exhibition (in 2008 
with a solo project titled El Bosque de Ozú / Ozú’s Forest). He has won, amongst others, the First prize at Caja 
Madrid’s Generacion 2000, the Gure Artea Prize from the Basque Government in   2000, the Endesa Award in 2001 
and the Altadis Prize in 2005. His works are included in Museo ARTIUM in Vitoria, Colección Unión Fenosa in La 
Coruña, Colección Arte Contemporáneo Museo Patio Herreriano in Valladolid, Colección CAM in Valencia, Colección 
Altadis, Colección Caja Madrid, Colección Kutxa, Colección de Junta de Extremadura, Colección de la Comunidad 
Autónoma de Murcia, Museo de Bellas Artes de Álava, Colección Banco de España, Colección L’Oreal, Fundación 
Coca-Cola España and collections of the cities of  Pamplona and Vitoria. 
  

 

 
 

 
Please do not hesítate to contact the gallery for further information  

www.espaciominimo.es galeria@espaciominimo.es Tel: +34 91 467 61 56 


